
Help Your Child Get Ready For Kindergarten 

Kindle excitement about kindergarten. Visit your school 
and meet your child's teacher. 

Invite new school friends home to play and help your 

child build strong friendships. 

Never forget safety. Teach your child safety rules -

whether walking or taking the bus. 

Discuss what your child will be learning in school -

colors, numbers, shapes and letters. 
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Explore your neighborhood together. Talk about the world you live in. 

Review the good behavior expected of your child, such as following 

rules and taking turns. 

Get involved at your child's school. Join the PTA or PTO. 

Volunteer in the classroom. 

Answer your child's questions about school. Reassure your child 
that school is fun! 

Read to your child daily. Visit the library together. 

Turn every day into a learning experience. 

Let your child help with everyday chores. 

Encourage your child to eat well, get enough sleep, bathe daily, and 

brush teeth two times a day. 

Notice the new things your child is learning to do. 

Reinforce your child's progress with praise. 



GUIDES FOR SCHOOL READINESS 

Children arc ready to do different things at different ages. Part of being ready to do 
things comes from their growing older, but in some ways, parents c~rn help children to be ready. 
Being ready for elementary school is very important because children will do better in school all 
along if they get a good start. 

I. Docs your child show physical readiness? 
Can he/she use eyes and hands together? Is his/her eyesight good? 
Docs he/she hear well? 
Is the speech understandable to others? Docs the child know enough 

words to express himself/herself well? 
Is gcncnil health good? 
Docs he/she have good physical coordination of large and small muscles? 

2. Docs your child show mental readiness? 
c~rn he/she memorize short poems, songs, fingerplays; tell you about 

pictures, rhyming words or other things? 
Has he/she been read to and is there an interest shown in books and 

stories? 
Has he/she some idea of likeness and differences? 
Docs he/she look at books, etc. from left to right? 
How large is his/her vocabulary? 
Docs he/she get the main idea of a story - can the child retell it? 
Docs he/she know his/her full name and address, know colors, 

have some idea of numbers up to 10, have some beginning 
ideas of time'? 

3. Docs your child show emotional readiness for school'? 
Is he/she happy and well adjusted with other children'! 
Can he/she wait his/her turn and share materials, follow directions, 

accept limits and routines, accept new things, people, places, 
accept reasonable adult authority, stick to a task until it is 
completed, do things in a group? 

How is his/her attention span'? 
Is he/she usually shy, fearful, or hostile? 
Has he/she had chances to sec and do things? 

4. Is your child growing in independence? 
Can he/she handle temporary separation from home, put away toys'? 

help clean up, dress independently, take care of toilet needs'? 
Has he/she carried out small Jobs around the home? 
Docs he/she get up at a reasonably early hour, wash and dress 

right away? 
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THI~ ABC'S OF KINDERGARTEN 
Mary Robinson 

A TTITU0E-Help me develop a N 
positive ttitude toward school. 

BREAKFAST-I need breakfast 0 
to get me off to a good start. 

CRYING-If you leave me crying, P 
don't worry, I 'II go from ll frown 
to a smile in 5 minutes. 

DISASTERS-My teacher will 
take care of me, but make sure 
she has a number to reach you 
if necessary. 

EXCITEMENT-I'll he excited 
about my new experiences, so 
listen to me. 
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NEATNESS-I'll learn to keep our 
room neat and do neat work. 

OPEN-My school room door is 
always open, please visit. 

PARENTS-Arc important, be part 
of our class. 

QUESTIONS-Feel free to ask 
them. My teacher will try to answer them. 

READINESS-For first grade .... that's 
wh~tt kindergarten is all,about. 

SUPPORT-Support me, my teacher, my school, 
they arc important. 

GROWING-This year I'll he 
growing emotionally, physically, 
and mentally. 

T TIRED-What I'll be unless I get a 
good night's sleep. Insist on going 
to bed early. 

HELP-Help me review and use 
the things I learn at school. 
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ILLNESS-Keep me at home if I'm V 
ninning a fever or feel nauseated. 

.JUMP-Don't jump to conclusions; 
find out all the facts first. W 

UNDERSTANDING-If I'm having a problem, 
my teacher will let you know. Please do the 
same for her. 

VOLUNTEER-If you have special 
skills, hobbies or just want to help 
my teacher . 

WET PANTS- Sometimes accidents 
do happen. A phone call will keep 
me from being too upset. 

KICK, .JUMP, RUN-We spend 
part of each day on motor 
development. 

XYZ XTRA special YEAR filled with 
ZIPPY events. 

LOVE-How I'll find it in two 
placcs ... home and school. 

ME-The most important person. 

I'M GONNA LOVE IT!!!!!!! 



Questions and Answers About the Pierre Public School Jr. Kindergarten Program 

What is the Jr. Kindergarten program? 
This is a program designed to provide a "gift of time" to those students that are eligible to 

attend a regular Kindergarten program, but would benefit by attending the Jr. Kindergarten 
program, which reinforces Kindergarten readiness skills. 

Which students are eligible for Jr. Kindergarten? 
Students must be the age of five on or before September 1st of the school year they would 

start. 

How and when are students selected for the Jr. Kindergarten program? 
There are multiple criteria used for selection, such as : the student's age, results of the 

Kindergarten Screening assessments, parental and school staff input. The selection is made in the 
Spring after the Kindergarten Screening is complete. 

Where is the Jr. Kindergarten program held? 
The program is held at Buchanan School, but any student in the Pierre School District is 

eligible to attend. Transportation to and from Buchanan School is the responsibility of the parent. 

How long is the Jr. Kindergarten program? 
This is a ½ day program, five days per week for the entire school year. Currently there are 

two sessions: the morning session (8:05 - 10:45) and the afternoon session (12:05 -2:45). 

How large is the class? 
There are 16-18 students in the class. 

What curriculum is used? 
The Jr. Kindergarten curriculum is different from the regular Kindergarten curriculum. The 

emphasis in Jr. Kindergarten is on reinforcing social and academic skills that the students need to be 
successful in a regular Kindergaiten program. 

What do the students in the Jr. Kindergarten program do the following year? 
They enroll in a regular Kindergarten program. 

How will I know if my child is selected as a candidate for the Jr. Kindergarten program? 
The parent(s) / guardian(s) will be contacted by the school. If you are not contacted, your 

child is not one of the candidates selected. · 



~NTRODUCTiON 

The race and ethnicity of students in South Dakota 
will be collected in a new way beginning in the 
2010-2011 school year. The change matches the 
alterations to the race/ethnicity questions in the 
2010 U.S. Census. 

A change has been made to the reporting of 
race and ethnicity in educational data to better 
reflect the country's growing diversity. The 
change will require all new students to be 
identified using a new two-part race/ethnicity 
question. The federal government has 
established the two-part question to recognize 
Hispanic ethnicity and race as two separate and 
distinct concepts. Additionally, the change 
allows the reporting of multiple races (American 
Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African 
American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander, White). 

AS A PARIENT 

It is highly encouraged tnat parents/guardians 
answer the race/ethnicity questions for their 
children when filling out enrollment forms. 

The US Educational Department requires a K-
12 school to report each student's race/ethnicity 
inform_ation. Therefore, if the parents/guardians 
refuse to report the race and ethnicity of their 
child, a school observer will report the race and 
ethnicity of the unidentified student. For reasons 
of accuracy and data consistency, 
parents/guardians are highly encouraged to 
answer these two questions. 

ETHNiC!TY QUEST~ON 

Required Answers (choose one) 

No, not Hispanic/Latino 

Yes, Hispanic/Latino 

RACE QUEST~ON 
Required Answers (choose one or more) 

American Indian or Alaska 
Native 

Asian 

Black or African American 

Native Hawaiian or other 
Pacific Islander 

White 

RACE AND ETHNK~TY 
DEF~N~T~ONS 

Ethnicity: The heritage, national group, 
lineage, or country of birth of the person, or the 
person's parents or ancestors. 

o Hispanic/Latino: a person of Cuban, 
Dominican, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South 
or Central American, Spanish, or other 
H!spanic culture or origin, regardless of 
race. 

Race: Identification according to the race or 
races with which a person most closely 
identifies. These categories are sociopolitical 
constructs and should not be interpreted as 
being scientific or anthropological in nature. 
Furthermore, the race categories include both 
racial and national-origin groups (U.S. Census 
Bureau). 

• American lntjian or Alaska Native: a 
person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of North and South America 
(including Central America) and who 
maintain tribal affiliation or community 
attachment. 

• Asian: a person having origins in any of 
the original peoples of the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent 
including, for example, Cambodia, China, 
India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

• Black or African American: a person 
having origins in any of the Black racial 
groups of Africa. 

• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander: a person having origins in any of 
the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, 
Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 

• White: a person having origins in any of 
the original peoples of Europe, the Middle 
East, or North Africa. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Why is this change being made? 

The federal government is requiring the 
change in response to increasing diversity 
within the United States. The change also 
renects the 2010 U.S. Census question on 
race/ethnicity. 

When will the change occur? 

The change will occur in the 2010-2011 
school year. 

How will this new data be used? 

The South Dakota Department of 
Education will use it for data analysis and 
reporting purposes to the federal 
government. 

Will this data be used for discrimination 
or to impact the immigrant status for 
students? 

No, this data will be used only for 
informational purposes and will not be 
used against any studenUstaff. 

How will race/ethnicity data be 
reported? 

Race/ethnicity data will only be reported to 
the federal government in groups. It will 
never be reported on an individual level, 
arid it will not be reported for an individual 
student. 

DATA 
The data will be used to: 

• Ensure students receive 
educational services to which 
they are entitled 

.. Analyze needs of students within 
the school community 

• Obtain more funding for 
educational services as 
appropriate 

The data will not be used to: 

• Discriminate against anyone 

• Determine immigration status 

• Penalize the st!-ldents, parents, or 
staff in any way 
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Questions About Immunizations? 

Did you know that all children entering Kindergarten are required by law to be 
current with their childhood immunizations? 

Did you know that once your child has turned 4 years of age, they are old enough to 
obtain these required immunizations? 

If you have a child entering Kindergarten next year, please discuss their 
immunization status with your. doctor NOW. There are many important steps to 
take in order to prepare your child for Kindergarten. You can get a head start by 
getting the required immunizations done BEFORE school starts. 

A list of medical facilities along with their injection fee costs has been provided for 
your convenience. 

Act NOW - it's not too early to start! 



Immunization Requirements for School Attendance 

Children entering kindergarten are required by South Dakota law to have immunizations and 
boosters up to date at the time of school entrance. 

We will need a copy of your child's immunization record on file at his or her school. Please 
bring their immunization card with you on screening day. If you do not have a record at home 
please request a copy of your child's immunization records from your doctor and bring it in on 
screening day. 

Here is what is needed to begin kindergarten in the fall of 2021: 

4 doses DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis) 
• One of those four doses needs to be after the age of 4. 

• Children receiving more than 6 doses before age 4 do not require any additional doses 
for school requirements. 

4 doses OPV /IPV (polio) 
• The last dose should be administered on or after the 4th birthday and at least 6 months 

since the previous dose. 

• If 4 doses are administered prior to age 4 an additional (5 th) dose should be 
administered at age 4 through 6. 

2 doses MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) 
• Two doses given after 12 months of age. 

2 doses Varicella (chickenpox) 
• Given after 12 months of age. 

• If your child has had chickenpox, you will be required to sign the State Certificate of 
Immunization for verifying a history of the disease. 

NOTE: Hib, Hep A, Hep Band Pneumococcal vaccines are recommended but not required. 

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS WILL RESULT IN EXCLUSION FROM SCHOOL UNTIL 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS ARE MET. 

Carmen Wexler 
773-7310 

Libby Sherer 
773-7320 

Lana Martin 
773-7370 



INFORMATION ON OBTAINING IMMUNIZATIONS 

Avera Medical Associates Clinic 
100 MAC Lane 
Pierre, SD 57501 
224-5901 

Sanford Clinic Dakota Plains 

640 East Sioux 
Pierre, SD 57501 

224-2010 

SD Urban Indian Health 
1714 Abbey Road 
Pierre, SD 57501 
224-8841 

Oahe Valley Health Center 

202 Island Drive Suite 1 
Fort Pierre, SD 57532 
223-2200 

Community Health Center 
CHN: Deb Palmer 
7 40 E Sioux Ave., Ste. 107 
Pierre, SD 57501 
773-4937 

Call for appointment 

Bring all previous immunization records with 
you. 

Please call for appointment. Hours 

are 8:30-11 :30 and 1 :30-4:30. 
Bring all previous immunization records with 
you. 

is covered if on Mediciad. Please bring card. 
Call for appointment. 
Bring all previous immunization records with 

you . 

Gall for appointment. Injection fee is covered 

if on Medicaid - need to bring card. 

Ask about the FREE immunization clinic 
-they hold once a month! 
Bring all previous immunization records with 
you. 

Call for appointment. Injection fee is covered 

if on Medicaid - need to bring card. 

Bring all previous immunization records with 
you. 




